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Staff & Board Build
Members of the Trinity Habitat staff and 
Board of Directors gathered together to help 
build the Parsons family’s home! This was an 
opportunity for our board members to get 
to know the Parsons family and be hands-on 
with our mission.

Thank you to the board members who 
helped build a safe and affordable home with 
the Parsons family.

Sponsor Spotlight
More than 200 employees from Park Place 
Dealerships voluntered over 10 days to help build 
the Davis family home. This is the first year Park 
Place Dealerships partnered with Trinity Habitat for 
Humanity, but they have worked and volunteered 
in the local community for over 35 years, and they 
truly believe in being service leaders and having a 
servant’s heart. Through our partnership, Park Place 
Dealerships generously sponsored the Davis family 
home, and worked alongside the Davis family in 
building their house to make it a HOME! 

Learn how you can make an online donation, become 
a sponsor, or donate goods at TrinityHabitat.org/Give.

We build strong homes. Strong homes 
build strong families and neighborhoods.
Discover the many ways Trinity Habitat is addressing 
the growing need for affordable homes.
As the demand for quality, affordable homes is growing 
in our community, Trinity Habitat for Humanity has 
grown our programs to serve more local families in 
need. You may know us best for building new homes, 
but our programs and impact are much more. We build. 
Restore. Repair. Tear down. Take apart. Beautify. Educate. 
Advocate. We do all of this, when the housing need 
has never been greater, to offer hardworking families 
the opportunity to build better lives for themselves 
and their children. We do this, as a Christian ministry, 
by demonstrating love thy neighbor and offering our 
neighbors a hand up, not a handout.

How We Serve Our Community
Demolition of
Blighted Properties

Homeownership &
Financial Education

Affordable Housing
Advocacy

Volunteer Service
Opportunities

By putting our efforts into all of these areas, communities
are strengthened at a foundational level while families 
discover dignity and pride of ownership that is built
through Habitat’s programs.
How Families Qualify To Build & Buy A Home

Neighborhood
Revitalization

New Home
Construction

Critical Home
Repair

Deconstruction 
& Repurposing

Housing Need
Live in a home 
that is unsafe, 
overcrowded, 
too expensive.

Steady Income
Habitat homes 
are not free, so 
families need a 
steady income.

Ready to Work
Families invest 
200 hours of 

sweat equity in 
place of a down 

payment.

Pay Monthly
Families buy 
homes with 

an affordable 
mortgage.

Since
1989

867
Local Builds

1,452
Local Homes Repairs

Trinity Habitat for Humanity
9333 N. Normandale St, Fort Worth, TX 76116
TrinityHabitat.org • 817-926-9219



Affordable housing is an oxymoron. It is exceedingly difficult 
to make homeownership affordable. Almost all the affordable 
housing nonprofits and efforts are focused on rental.  While 
rental is certainly needed, it is not the same launchpad 
for a family, nor can it help struggling neighborhoods. 
Homeownership delivers long term, sustainable change for 
families and neighborhoods. Our hand-up homeownership 
approach works!

Since 2016, our vacant lot cost has increased from 
approximately $8,500 per lot to $50,000. That is an increase 
of 488% in six years! To purchase 60 lots, the price jumped 
from $510,000 to $3 million! A staggering $2.5 million 
increase! To further exasperate the effort, building materials 
are up around 30%, labor is difficult to find and everyday 
expenses like electricity, salary and gasoline are swiftly 
increasing as well.

To offset the challenges, we rely on more third-party financing 
for our partner, homebuying families. Colonial Savings and 
Simmons Bank are leading the way! We shifted from acquiring 
existing, infill lots to buying raw land for subdivisions. We 
are more aggressively seeking public/private partnership 

Cowtown Brush Up

From Our CEO

Become a Member of Habitat Young Professionals!

Undaunted

to help underwrite costly infrastructure. Lastly, we are, where 
appropriate, increasing density. We own 14 lots near JPS hospital 
and will build our first townhome community of 36 homes. In 
Mansfield, on three acres we own, we will build 22 narrow, 
two story homes with a wonderful common area, garden, and 
walkways. On five acres of land we have under contract in south 
Fort Worth, we hope to launch our first ever Senior Cottage 
Community. Envision small one bedroom, one bath homes with 
walkways, a garden, gazebo, and an overall design meant to foster 
connectivity and community.

You can help! We need vacant lots and good raw land to develop. 
Churches are often given land. Partner with us to help a family! 
Churches could do a campaign with their members to see if 
anyone has suitable property. If a donation is not practical, then 
we can purchase the land. Great opportunities, from time to time 
arise. We need your help finding them!

Every day, in my work journal, after listing the day and date, I 
write: Grateful, Humble & Bold as a daily reminder to be the best 
version of me for Habitat. Despite the daunting challenges, I truly 
am grateful. I am grateful for you and your generous heart! I am 
grateful to our families who are eager to work! I am grateful to 
our Board, Ambassadors and Cornerstone who tirelessly give of 
themselves! Undaunted, we press forward. Always forward!

Homes by Holly Group was a sponsor for our Spring 2022 Cowtown Brush Up. This amazing 
group of volunteers not only painted a family’s home during the event, but they recognized 
a need and implemented a solution. The homeowner’s laundry door was broken, leaving the 
homeowner to go outside to do laundry. The volunteers bought the homeowner a new door and 
installed it for her! They also helped her with yard work. The Homes by Holly Group went above 
and beyond! We are so grateful for great volunteers like the Homes for Holly Group. We could 
not do the work we do without our volunteers!

Get your company, church, or organization together and join us for Cowtown Brush Up in Fall 
2022. Learn more at TrinityHabitat.org/BrushUp

The purpose of Habitat Young Professionals (HYP) is for individuals to 
connect with other young professionals in the Fort Worth area. HYP 
is an opportunity to become educated on affordable housing while 
making a positive impact in our community.

Members have the opportunity to participate in networking events, 
leadership and committee opportunities, volunteer projects, and 
learn from Fort Worth leaders and experts. 

If you would like to learn more about Habitat Young Professionals 
and become a member, please visit TrinityHabitat.org/volunteer/
young-professionals or contact Elizabeth Tejada at Elizabeth.Tejada@
TrinityHabitat.org or 817-926-9219 ext. 144



In Memory of Floyd S. “Ben” Gunn
In late fall of 2021 work began on Rochelle Morris’ home, sponsored by the Gunn Family in memory of 
David Gunn’s late father Floyd S. “Ben” Gunn.  

Floyd S. Gunn spent his early years at the Masonic Home in Ft. Worth, where he was given the 
nickname “Ben” that he used for the rest of his life. He pursued a career in banking, working for the 
Continental National Bank for several years, and ultimately forming Summit National Bank and Summit 
Bancshares with a group of investors in the mid-1970s. Ben retired in 1997 but remained an active 
Summit board member and kept an office at the bank where his many friends and business associates 
would continue to drop in and visit. Ben helped oversee the merger of Summit with Frost Bank in 2006. 
Although he technically retired in 1997, Ben was truly a dedicated, customer-focused banker until his 
untimely passing in 2014. Kelly Soter-Gunn remembers her father-in-law as “a person into community 
connections, that was his lifeblood.  He spent his life getting to know people.”

Eleanor’s Lemonade Stand benefits Trinity Habitat
Nine-year-old Eleanor makes her own lemonade, and after seeing a cartoon with a lemonade stand, she 
asked her parents, Michele and Clifton, if she could make one too! They worked through the details and 
decided to do it even though it was going to be a lot of work. When Eleanor’s mom asked her what she 
was going to do with the money raised Eleanor said, “I want to give it to people who don’t have a home so 
they can buy a house to live in.” When her mom suggested donating the money raised to
Habitat she excitedly agreed.

Her mom shared, “We want her involved in volunteering and giving back and this was the perfect way 
to introduce her to the world of philanthropy. Our family has a deep passion for volunteering and giving 
back. Eleanor’s dad works at a non-profit and I have volunteered with many organizations over the years, 
including Trinity Habitat for Humanity. This experience will pave the way for a lifetime of generosity and 
compassion while giving back to our community members in need. We are very proud of Eleanor.”

“I do not know what happened, I only know that God answers prayers.” 
This was the response from Luis Mendoza when he received the incredible 
news that the lot they had originally wanted was now available to build their 
Trinity Habitat for Humanity home. This is just one of the many miracles the 
Mendoza family has received from God. 
In 2006, Ivone was in a major car accident that sent her into cardiac arrest. 
Her organs were severely damaged, she was quadriplegic and declared 
brain dead. The doctors believed she would stay in a vegetative state and 
be bedridden. But by the grace of God, Ivone was able to overcome this 
devastating diagnosis. Her organs healed completely, and she walks again 
to bear witness to the power of God wherever she goes. Through this 
experience, Ivone learned that everything is a process, and she believes in 
exercising faith, work, and patience. 
Ivone, her husband Luis, and their daughter Lisset, live in an older home that 
has become detrimental to their health. They suffer from severe allergies, 
and the stairs in the home are a hindrance to Ivone due to her spinal injury. 
Luis proclaims, “We may not have many material things, luxuries, money, or 
good health, but we have peace and a heart grateful to God for all that He 
has done and continues to do in our lives. Like other families, the Habitat 
program gives us the blessing of owning our own home.”
This year’s Alcon Build and Move, their 22nd year of partnership with 
Trinity Habitat, featured the Mendoza family’s home. “The most beautiful 
and exciting thing is to be part of the construction of our own home and 
also work on homes with other Habitat families,” Luis said. “From the first 
hammer swing to the last nail laid, they are well built houses of good quality 

throughout.” Luis and Ivone’s daughter enjoyed building their 
home as well. “It’s an amazing experience because I didn’t know 
anything about construction, and I see women working here,” 
Lisset said. “I think it’s pretty cool to see them working hard and 
teaching you tips and tricks.”
Ivone shared, “This home is a beautiful miracle. We will no longer 
have to chase rent specials and we are grateful to be able to 
purchase a home we will own. The location is perfect for us. It is 
close to our church, near stores and our daughter’s school, and 
close to our clinics. All perfect!” 
The Mendoza family thanks the Alcon volunteers, and Habitat 
staff. “You are a channel of blessing for our lives and for many 
families. Thank you very much for giving us the opportunity to buy 
a beautiful home made with so much love and dedication. You are 
making a difference in neighborhoods and families’ lives for good.”

The Miracle of a Habitat Home

Contact Lydia Traina, Senior Director of Development, Lydia.Traina@TrinityHabitat.org or 817-926-9219 ext. 125 for more information.

The Gunn Family dedicates the Morris’ family 
home in memory of Floyd S. “Ben” Gunn with 
a ceremonial “board cutting”.



SAVE THE DATE
11.02.22
12 Noon

Fort Worth
Convention Center

Award Winners 2021

Phil Muller Project Manager Award
John Ario

Habititus Award
Ralph Jackson

Ellen Wren-Uzelac & Bob Uzelac

Youth Award
Paschal High School

BuildStrong Champion Award
Brandon Swain

Lidia Perez Good Neighbor Award
Ken Richardson

John Hambek Cornerstone Leadership 
Award

Ken Robb
Jim Hargrove’s Spirit Award

Troy Chapman

Contact Lydia Traina, Senior Director of Development, Lydia.Traina@TrinityHabitat.org or 817-926-9219 ext. 125 for more information.

Corporate Sponsor Award
Frost Bank

Faith Sponsor Award
HighRidge Church Fort Worth

Central Christian Church (Weatherford)

Golden Heart Award
Kelly Soter-Gunn & David Gunn

Storehouse Award
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church

Bank of America Foundation
Mercedes-Benz Financial Services

In-Kind Award
Texas Ace Heating & Air



Discount Home Improvement Store & Donation Center

Deal Alerts By Text or Email
Get $5 OFF Next Purchase when

you sign up at Habitat-ReStore.com

Furniture & Cabinets
Flooring & Rugs
Doors & Windows

Building & Paint Supplies
Lighting Fixtures & Fans
And Much More!

Find your nearest ReStore or schedule a FREE donation 
pick up at Habitat-ReStore.com. Don’t dump it. Donate it!

All Proceeds Support Habitat’s Mission!

Donating your vehicle to Trinity Habitat 
is a great way to support local families. 

FREE towing! Learn more and easily 
schedule your vehicle pick up at 

TrinityHabitat.org/cars.

“We appreciate that Habitat is a faith-based 
organization and strongly believe in the 
“hand up, not a handout” philosophy. We 
give to various charities; however, Trinity 
Habitat is our ‘Go To’ charity.

We plan to continue volunteering and 
giving for the remainder of our lives. We 
have also decided to include Trinity Habitat 
as a beneficiary in our will, as part of our 
legacy, and to continue the great work of 
building strong families and neighborhoods 
throughout the Greater Fort Worth area.”

– Michelle and Brad Liles

Learn more and notify us of your own legacy 
gift at TrinityHabitat.org/legacy.

We provide 
TRANSPARENCY &
ACCOUNTABILITY

to our donors!

TrinityHabitat.org/financials

Sign up to volunteer at TrinityHabitat.org/volunteer.

Your gift helps families in need
of a quality, affordable home.
100% of your gift today will support local families!

TrinityHabitat.org/give 
(or use enclosed postage-paid envelope)

MAJOR DONORS

$50,000 – $99,999

$15,000 – $49,999

$8,000 – $14,999



 Follow the progress towards
our goal and see all

Foundation Builders at
TrinityHabitat.org/monthly

Become a
Foundation Builder
with a monthly gift!

2022 Goal
$10K Per Month
in Monthly Gifts

We are almost to 
our 2022 goal with 

142 monthly donors 
giving a total of 

$9,387.

By investing monthly, you 
will be joining a community 

dedicated to sustaining 
Trinity Habitat’s mission 
to build strong families 

and neighborhoods 
through quality, affordable 

homeownership.

Being a Foundation Builder 
lets us know we can count 

on your support each 
month. It helps us plan for 
the future and allows us to 
spend less on fundraising 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Gifts received October 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022

MAJOR DONORS

Katrine Menzing Deakins Charitable Trust, Bank of America, N.A.

Wells Fargo Foundation

Sid W. Richardson Foundation

$50,000 – $99,999

$100,000 and above

$15,000 – $49,999

Akers Family Charitable Fund
Charles Schwab

HighRidge Church
Julie and Jeff Bledsoe

Jennifer and Brian Krafft
JPAR Real Estate

Kathy and Royce Bedward

Cherryl J. Peterman
Janet and Mike Aycock

Anonymous
Mercedes-Benz Financial Services LLC

Anonymous
Bank of America Charitable Foundation

$8,000 – $14,999

IN-KIND DONORS
Anonymous

Fox Energy Specialists
Goodman Manufacturing – Daikin Group

Home Depot Distribution FDC
Javier Foam Insulation

Lowe’s Home Improvement
Meridian Brick

Square D/Schneider Electric
Texas Ace Heating & Air
Valspar
Visions Recycling, Inc.
Whirlpool Corporation
Whitworth Engineering
Winston Services, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Gray
Ralph G. Campbell and Jeroleen 
Johnson Campbell Foundation
Southside Bank
Tarrant County Bankers Association
Teresa and Jim Hubbard
White’s Chapel United Methodist Church

Topographic, Inc.
Trademark Property Co.

The Anne T. & Robert M. Bass Foundation
The Morris Foundation

First Presbyterian Church of Fort Worth
Rainwater Charitable Foundation
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Donate your car, truck, or boat 
(running or not). Towing is FREE! 
TrinityHabitat.org/cars

Give online at

TrinityHabitat.org/Donate

Thank you to the Alcon Foundation for building a safe 
and stable Habitat home with the Mendoza family!

City of Fort Worth Councilmembers Michael Crain, Elizabeth Beck, and 
Chris Nettles; Habitat family Lisset, Ivone and Luis Mendoza; Trinity 
Habitat board member and VP, Professional Affairs, U.S. Vision Care Rick 
Weisbarth; and Lydia Traina, Senior Director of Development, Trinity 
Habitat for Humanity, dedicate the Mendoza family home on the Alcon 
campus May 19, 2022


